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News 
John Dickinson Plantation to add area of reflection for visitors 

Project supported, in part, by a $5,000 grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
Read more … 
 

 
Log’d dwelling at the John Dickinson Plantation. The building is a replica of the type of housing inhabited by the enslaved people at the 
plantation as well as its tenants and indentured workers. The site’s mansion house is in the background. 

 
Division celebrates African American History Month 2021 
Three free, virtual programs to be streamed live on the Web. 
Read more … 
 
Video explores the lives of four enslaved people and an abolitionist 
Vignettes tell the stories of real-life Delawareans from the 17th to 19th centuries. 
Read more … 
 
Zwaanendael Museum seeks plastic recyclables 
Donated plastic will be used to offset the purchase price of a recycled-plastic bench. 
Read more … 
 
Division museums open with tours by appointment 
Tours allow visitors to experience the history of the First State while continuing to take all recommended steps to 
safeguard public health. 
Read more … 
 
Go here for more news items … 

 

https://history.delaware.gov/2021/02/01/jdp-area-of-reflection/
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/01/21/hca-african-american-history-month-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/07/delaware-day-video-2020/
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/01/07/zwaanendael-seeks-plastic-recyclables/
https://history.delaware.gov/p1-reopening-info/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/


Help Save Delaware History 

Division welcomes architectural historian … and bids farewell to long-time archaeologist 
Hello to Emily Whaley; thanks to Alice Guerrant for decades of service. 
Read more … 
 
Division seeks applicants for archaeologist position 
Application deadline: Feb. 21, 2021 
Read more … 
 
Commentary: Oral history project will document DuPont Schools’ legacy 
Delaware State News, Dover — Jan. 3, 2021 
Funding for program provided by the Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs. 
Read more … 
 
Articles on preservation efforts at Weldin House 
Original section of division-owned property in north Wilmington was built in 1790. 
 

Long-running efforts to forge a future for the Weldin House bear fruit 
Delaware Public Media, Dover — Jan. 29, 2021 
 
What does the future hold for the Weldin House? 
Delaware Public Media, Dover — Jan. 29, 2021 

 
“Partners in Preservation: Planning for the Future — Delaware’s Historic Preservation Plan, 2018–2022” 
Document outlines six broad goals for preserving Delaware’s heritage for the future. 
Read more … 

 
Media Roundup 

The following Delaware history-related articles have recently appeared in the media: 
 
Zwaanendael Museum Collecting Recyclable Plastic, Turning Bottles and Bags into a Bench 
WRDE TV, Lewes, Del. — Jan. 13, 2021 
Museum’s plastic recycling campaign will help create a recycled plastic bench for the museum. 
 
Sarah McBride’s Neighborhood 
The Cut, New York, N.Y. — Jan. 4, 2021 
Article on the highest-ranking openly transgender elected official in the nation with photos shot in Dover’s Old State 
House. 

 
Events 

Thursday, Feb. 4 
The Wreck of the DeBraak – Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Saturday, Feb. 6 
Mary Ann Shadd Cary: Delaware’s Forgotten Daughter – Virtual program from the New Castle Court House Museum 
 
Saturday, Feb. 13 
A Student’s Quest for Racial Reckoning in Delaware – Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
For a long-term calendar of division-sponsored events, go here. 
 

  

https://history.delaware.gov/2021/01/27/division-welcomes-new-employees/
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/01/22/hca-seeks-archaeologist/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdelawarestatenews.net%2Fopinion%2Fcommentary%2Fcommentary-oral-history-project-will-document-dupont-schools-legacy%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C432b989e890345a2ba3c08d8c6e6cea5%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637478041911153978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8jNe7jXqzsj34LeI%2FdWfc97Xm9t6OCxxOXmyKPhqCwk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Flong-running-efforts-forge-future-weldin-house-bear-fruit&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C432b989e890345a2ba3c08d8c6e6cea5%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637478041911153978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tkrx%2FyGQugTV3eCvC9mdl1s8iQg4yvrhy6FDBwvadqU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Fwhat-does-future-hold-weldin-house&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C432b989e890345a2ba3c08d8c6e6cea5%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637478041911163930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aJexCaZ%2F%2B75fjBhj7XXC9rjSAFHVKrof%2FU7T%2FAihzp4%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/179/2019/02/2018-2022DelawareSHPOPlanSP.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrde.com%2Fstory%2F43170073%2Fzwaanendael-museum-collecting-recyclable-plastic-turning-bottles-and-bags-into-a-bench&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C432b989e890345a2ba3c08d8c6e6cea5%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637478041911163930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sX0Qx5nZX6SgmFqLKiMyQq%2FfFv21AWise9W9jZ1XvzQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecut.com%2F2021%2F01%2Fsarah-mcbrides-neighborhood.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C432b989e890345a2ba3c08d8c6e6cea5%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637478041911173888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=I6z3LRSr%2FGHvOdty72D%2FcFv24QwizxXdL5gw3hkBy4U%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/01/21/hca-african-american-history-month-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/01/21/hca-african-american-history-month-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/01/21/hca-african-american-history-month-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/calendar/


Exhibits and Displays 

The five museums of the State of Delaware are currently presenting the following exhibits and displays. In keeping 
with Gov. Carney’s guidance for reopening the state in wake of the coronavirus pandemic, the museums are open for 
self-guided tours via reservation only.  
  
Ongoing 
Delaware Railroads: Elegant Travel and Timely Transport – Zwaanendael Museum 
  
Drawing America to Victory: The Persuasive Power of the Arts in World War I – Online  
  
Five Stories – John Dickinson Plantation 
  
Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania – Online 
  
New Castle: Three Forts, One Community – New Castle Court House Museum 
  
The Old State House: A True Restoration 1976-2016 – The Old State House 
  
The Path to Freedom: A History of the Underground Railroad in Delaware – New Castle Court House Museum 
  
Sculpture by Charles Parks – New Castle Court House Museum 
  
A Seaborne Citizenry: The DeBraak and Its Atlantic World – Zwaanendael Museum 
  
Simple Machines – John Dickinson Plantation 

  
For additional opportunities to explore Delaware history online, go to the Delaware Digital History Museum. 
 

 

 

 
 

Historical and Cultural Affairs 
The historic-preservation and museums newsletter of the Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs. 
 
Historical and Cultural Affairs is designed to stimulate public interest in the division's museums, programs and 
services, and to increase awareness of the value that history and historic preservation bring to the lives of Delaware's 
citizens and visitors. The newsletter is distributed during the last week of each month, via e-mail, to division staff 
members, Delaware's historical- and preservation-related communities and friends. Please submit relevant articles, 
news items and suggestions to Jim Yurasek, newsletter editor, at jim.yurasek@delaware.gov. 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement and Acknowledgement of Support  
 
If you would like to be added to, or removed from, the e-newsletter mailing list, please e-mail the editor.  
 
  

https://business.delaware.gov/coronavirus/delawares-recovery-phase-2-guidance/
https://history.delaware.gov/p1-reopening-info/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/06/19/delaware-railroads-elegant-travel-and-timely-transport-exhibit-to-open-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-on-july-7-2018/
https://history.delaware.gov/introduction/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/04/26/five-stories-explores-the-lives-of-people-who-lived-and-worked-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.delaware.gov/jdp_main/dickinsonletters/pennsylvania-farmer-letters/
https://history.delaware.gov/2017/08/22/new-castle-three-forts-one-community-exhibit-to-open-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum-on-sept-9-2017/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/the-old-state-house-a-true-restoration-1976-2016-display-now-on-view/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/20/the-path-to-freedom-a-history-of-the-underground-railroad-in-delaware-display-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/display-of-sculpture-by-charles-parks-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/10/a-seaborne-citizenry-the-debraak-and-its-atlantic-world-exhibit-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-2/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/11/simple-machines-exhibit-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.delaware.gov/delaware-digital-history-museum/
mailto:jim.yurasek@delaware.gov
https://history.delaware.gov/non-discrimination-statement/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/07/20/divisions-museums-awarded-national-accreditation/
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